
Take the Vietnamese Placement Test 
Are you interested in the Vietnamese language? Do you speak 
some Vietnamese basic conversations?  

You may be qualified to skip elementary level Vietnamese 
courses while earning back credits that fulfill your 
language requirements for graduation!  
Simply follow the 3 steps 
below: 

1

Do I need to be a 
native speaker? 

No! You  just need a 
certain level of 
proficiency in 
Vietnamese. 

When can I take 
the test? 

From August 1 to 
the first week of the 
Fall semester. 

What if I have 
more questions? 

You can find more 
information in the 
Q&A session on the 
next page or email 
one of the teachers.

CONTACT A TEACHER 
Email 

vinhhoa@hawaii.edu or 
huyphung@hawaii.edu 

to set up a date for the 
test. 

1
TAKE THE TEST 

It’s one hour online test. 

You can take it at your 
home over Zoom!

2
RECEIVE THE RESULTS 

You will receive an 
email with class 

recommendation for 
your level.

3

The Department of Indo-Pacific 
Languages and Literatures 

The Vietnamese Language & 
Culture Program 
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2

TAKE THE VIETNAMESE PLACEMENT TEST

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS REGARDING PLACEMENT TEST (PT) 
Do I have to be a native speaker to take the Vietnamese Placement Test? 
No. You  just need a certain level of proficiency in Vietnamese. For instance, if you can read and understand 
short articles, talk about the weather or describe their house or certain events, watch a Vietnamese film 
without subtitles, converse with family members in Vietnamese,  give directions, ask basic questions, and 
etc., these are all indications that you might be able to skip some lower levels of Vietnamese.  

How can I earn back credits? 
You must take the placement test and get placed at a certain level that allows you to skip some of the lower 
level courses. For instance, if you were placed at the 200 level, you would need to take Viet 201 or 202 and 
get a grade of C or better in order to receive back credits for Viet 101, 102.  

Does a language waiver allow me to receive back credits? 
No. It only allows you to skip the HSL requirement since it means you are already proficient in a second 
language. However, a language waiver does not reduce the total number of credits needed for graduation. If 
you are placed in a higher level (e.g., intermediate to advanced), we recommend that you take the course, 
get  a grade of C or better and earn back credits. Set an appointment with us to discuss your options. 

Can I still take the placement test if I took Viet 101 from UH Manoa or any community college? 
Yes. If you are placed into Viet 201 or a higher level, you can only request for a language waiver. You 
cannot earn back credits. If you are placed in Viet 201, you can request for a language waiver for Viet 102. 
You may email cô Hoa (vinhhoa@hawaii.edu) or thầy Huy (phunghuy@hawaii.edu) to ask for the language 
waiver. You may still use the credits earned from Viet 101 for graduation credits.  

Can I still take the placement test if I took the beginning levels of another language (e.g., Hawaiian, 
Japanese, or Chinese? 
Yes, you can take the placement exam. If you are placed in a higher level, for example Viet 301, you can 
request for a language waiver for the levels you skipped. You can also enroll in the advanced course. 

What if I took the Placement Test and got placed in 201? 
You can earn back credits for Viet 101 and 102 upon successfully getting a  grade of C or better in Viet 201. 
You will also need to continue on with Viet 202 to fulfill your HSL requirements. 

Can I still take the Placement Test if I took the beginning levels from 
UHM or from one of the community colleges? 
Yes. We encourage you to take the placement test to better assess your 
proficiency level and to find the perfect fit. 

We evaluate students on a case by case basis depending on your 
background and language proficiency. If you have a unique 
situation, not answered by the questions above, please set an 
appointment with us at vinhhoa@hawaii.edu or 
phunghuy@hawaii.edu. 

FAQs based on documents prepared by Jayson Parba and Precious Arao 
of the UHM Filipino Language and Culture Program.
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